


The New Territory

In 1863 the New Mexico territory was 
divided, creating the Arizona Territory. The 
new territorial Capitol was established at 
Prescott in 1864.

As Anglo settlers entered the rich bottom 
lands near the Verde River at West Clear 
Creek, they came into conflict with the 
Tonto-Apache and Yavapai Indians who 
were already in the area. Farms were 
raided by the Indians for crops and 
livestock. The settlers fought back leading 
to an escalation of hostilities. In May 1865, 
the settlers demanded military protection.

The Army Arrives

The early volunteer military units were 
composed of almost entirely Mexican 
recruits. 

In August 1865 they established a tent 
camp overlooking the farms at West Clear 
Creek. Regular U. S. Army troops relieved 
the Arizona Volunteers in September 1866.
Camp Lincoln, the next post, was estab-
lished December 1865, and was located 
one mile north of the present site and was 
used from 1866 to 1871. In 1868 the 
name was changed to Camp Verde.

Malaria plagued the camp so much that in 
1870, the Army made the decision to move 
again. Construction started at the present 
post in 1871. All the buildings were 
completed by 1873. There were twenty-
two buildings arranged around a parade 
ground. Designed to house two companies 
of cavalry and two of infantry, it averaged 
only one company of each.

Camp Verde served as a staging base 
for military operations in the surround-
ing countryside. Infantry troops built a 
wagon road west to Fort Whipple near 
Prescott and east to Fort Apache. With its 
construction the movement of troops and 
supplies improved along the Mogollon Rim, 
(pronounced muggy-own). Later it came 

to be called the Crook Road after General 
George Crook.

The Rio Verde Reservation

Federal Indian Policy centered on creating 
reservations as a way of controlling the 
Indians. The Rio Verde Reservation was 
established in 1873 with headquarters 
near present day Cottonwood. Between 
1873 and 1875, nearly 1500 Indians from 
various bands were placed on the 800 
square mile reservation. With the Army’s 
help, Indians built an irrigation ditch and 
had 56 acres under cultivation in 1874.

In 1875, Congress, acting on demands 
from businessmen in Tucson, ordered the 
entire Indian population uprooted and 
moved to the San Carlos Agency near 
modern day Globe. In cold late February, 
the 180-mile, ten-day trek to the reserva-
tion began. It resulted in the death or 
disappearance of about 100 Indians, from 
exposure, insufficient food, and fractional 
fighting. The former reservation was 
opened to settlers in 1877.

Containment on Reservations

After 1875, the Army’s main duty was to 
put and keep Indians on the San Carlos 
and Fort Apache reservations. The bands 
were spread out and mobile, and each 
group had their own leader making it dif-
ficult to negotiate peace. The bands were 
forced together on the reservation, despite 
tribal rivalries. Renegades frequently left 
the reservation. They were hunted down by 
patrols relying on scouts such as Al Sieber.

Cibicue and Big Dry Wash

In August 1881,  a nervous Indian Agent 
was ordered by the Army to arrest Nakai 
de Klinni, a prominent Apache medicine 
man. During a tense confrontation at 
Cibicue on the White Mountain Reservation 

someone fired a shot. A fire fight erupted leaving six soldiers and the Apache medicine 
man dead. Through the winter both sides tried to preserve a shaky peace. Finally on July 
6, 1882 a band of some 50 warriors jumped the reservation and began raiding throughout 
the Rim country. The army, in a textbook example of concentration of force, located the 
renegades at Big Dry Wash, 37 miles east of Fort Verde. The resulting battle on July 17, 
1882 was the last major action of the northern Apache Wars. The Big Dry Wash fight 
resulted in the death or return to reservations of all the renegades involved.

The Final Days

Camp Verde had been renamed Fort Verde in 1878 to signify permanence, but with the 
end of raids by 1882, the Post became less important. It was abandoned in 1891 to the 
Department of the Interior, which sold it at public auction in 1899.

Army Doctors

The quality of Army doctors varied, some had almost no formal training, others were medi-
cal school graduates. With few effective medicines their job was a difficult one.

Dr. Edward Palmer came to America from England in 1849. 
After the Civil War, Palmer joined the Army at Fort Whipple, 
Arizona Territory. He had very little actual medical training 
when he enlisted. He was assigned to Camp Lincoln in 1866. 
Palmer’s primary interest was as a naturalist and he collected 
thousands of plant, archaeological, ethnological and zoological 
specimens. After leaving the Army, he worked for the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, the Smithsonian Institute and the Army 
Medical Museum.

Dr. Elliot Coues, a well-known scientist, joined the army, 
and asked for an assignment out west. He was assigned to Fort 
Whipple in 1864 and there he met Dr. Edward Palmer. The two 
spent time collecting and Coues was responsible for getting much 
of Dr. Palmer’s collection back east. Coues returned to Arizona  
to serve as Fort Verde’s doctor for one month in May of 1881.

Dr. Edgar Mearns was one of the finest naturalists to explore 
Arizona. His wife, Ella, was a noted botanist. Mearns was 
stationed at Verde from March 1884 to May 1888. Their son 
Louis was born at the fort. He kept copious diaries to document 
his work and was responsible for the first explorations of the 
prehistoric ruins in the area. He owned a Kodak camera and took 
many pictures of, and around Fort Verde.
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Buffalo Soldiers, Company I
 10th Cavalry, 1887-88

Company E. 1st Infantry, 1883-85

Hunting Party at Fort Verde 1887
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